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THE UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS A BRIEF BACKGROUND 

JANUARY 1ST 2016 

The Seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that were adopted by 

world leaders in September 2015 at the UN Summit officially came into force.   

These new goals which universally apply to all will see countries working over the next fifteen years mobilising efforts to end all forms 

of poverty, fight inequalities and tackle climate change, while ensuring that no one is left behind. 

The SDGs, also known as Global Goals, build on the success of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and aim to go further to 

end all forms of poverty.  

These new goals are unique as they call for action by all countries, poor, rich and middle-income to promote prosperity while protecting 

the planet. They acknowledge that ending poverty must go in tandem with strategies that: 

 build economic growth; 

  address a range of social need: 

o Education, 

o Health, 

o Social protection, 

o Job opportunities. 

 Tackling climate change and environmental protection. 
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The SDGs are not legally binding; however, governments are expected to take ownership and establish national frameworks for 

the achievement of the 17 Goals.  Countries have the primary responsibility for: 

 Follow-up and review of the progress made in implementing the Goal; 

 Providing quality, accessible and timely data collection.  

With regional follow-up and review based on national-level analyses and contribution to follow-up and review at the global level. 

THE SUDGEO PROJECT FOCUS ON 5 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

The SUDEGO project’s focus is five of the seventeen sustainable development goals with each project partner country leading on 

one Goal for the O2 (didactic modules for junior high schools) and O3 (didactic modules for high schools) products writing up. 

 

BULGARIA

•GOAL 3

•GOOD HEALTH 
&WELLBEING

UK/N.IRELAND

•GOAL 5

•GENDER EQUALITY

FINLAND

•GOAL 7

•AFFORDABLE & 
CLEAN ENERGY

SPAIN

•GOAL 12

•RESPONSIBLE 
CONSUMPTION 
AND PRODUCTION

ITALY

•GOAL 15

•LIFE ON LAND
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Each partner has produced an IO1 state of the art report; these reports set out the main findings on the implementation of the SDG’s 

in their country generally, and specifically in relation to the five SDGs the SUDEGO project is focusing upon. 

This report provides: 

 A comparative examination on the implementation of the 5 SDGs in each partner country; 

 Examples of good practices in the 5 partner countries. 
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GOAL 3: GOOD HEALTH AND WELLBEING  

ITALY SPAIN BULGARIA FINLAND UK/N. IRELAND 

The overall situation is 
improving; however, 
major health 
inequalities remain. 

 

Access to quality health 
care varies across the 
regions. 

 

Italy as a written 
promise on reducing 
deaths from automobile 
accidents. 

 

There is a focus on 
disease prevention. 

Promotion of safe, 
sustainable and active 
transportation aim to 
decrease car journeys.  

A guarantee of equal 
conditions and access 
to public healthcare for 
all. 

Aim to conserve natural 
resources and achieve 
maximum efficiency in 
their production, notably 
water and energy. 

Make the most of local 
energy resources, 
prioritising clean, 
renewable energies. 

Bulgaria has made 
progress in reducing 
premature mortality. 
The age-standardized 
overall premature 
mortality rate combined 
for the four selected 
major non-
communicable diseases 
declined by 18.3% 
between 2000 and 
2013. 
Bulgaria has produced 
a number of national 
strategies aimed at 
reducing health 
inequities and 
addressing the social 

Finland uses the ‘World 
Happiness Index’, 
which is based on a 
comprehensive 
comparative study of 
the quality of life 
experienced by people 
in different countries.  
Finland has done well 
In the comparison. After 
the first comparison, 
published in 2012, in 
which Finland came 
second, its ranking fell 
to number 7 but rose to  
number 5 in the latest 
comparison. In practice, 
the changes are minor. 

Smoking cessation 
initiatives reducing the 
number of smokers in 
adult population. 
 
Improvements in 
community care to keep 
people living healthier 
for longer in their own 
homes/community. 
 
Improvements in the 
lives/outcomes for 
people with mental 
health needs through 
better services for 
Adults, Children and 
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An improvement in 
gender medicine and 
women’s health care is 
required 

 

Digitisation of health 
care is driving the 
improvement agenda 

Progress towards 
energy independence:  

- economic 
development from 
resource consumption 
and waste production; 

- Improve information 
for consumers about 
the social and 
environmental 
characteristics;  

- Promote programmes 
that teach responsible 
consumption from 
childhood and 
continuing for life. 

Consume goods and 
services responsibly:  

- collaborative 
consumption, fair 
commerce, local 
commerce (the zero-
kilometre concept);  

- Formalise contracts 
with a social reservation 
and social initiatives, 

determinants of health. 
The first priority in 
Bulgaria’s national 
health strategy (2014–
2020) is to create the 
conditions for health for 
all throughout the life-
course. This involves 
seven main policies that 
cover health for 
mothers and babies; 
health for children and 
adolescents; health for 
people of working age; 
health of older people; 
actions to protect and 
improve mental health; 
assuring the best 
possible health for 
people with disabilities; 
and assuring health for 
vulnerable groups. 
Health strategy for 
disadvantaged persons 
who belong to ethnic 
minorities and Roma 
Integration Strategy of 
the Republic of Bulgaria 

Young people and 
people in prison. 
 
Implementation of the 
Dementia 2020 
challenge. 
 
Supporting service 
improvement in acute 
care including cancer 
care. 
 
Supporting service 
improvement in 
diabetes prevention 
programme. 
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via centres for social/ 
work inclusion or non-
profit organisations; 

Promote responsible 
consumption networks;  

Eradicate food waste in 
all areas. 

(2012–2020) have been 
adopted. 
Bulgaria should 
address high levels of 
alcohol consumption 
and tobacco smoking 
and the high share of 
private household out-
of-pocket payments for 
health. 
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GOAL 5: GENDER EQUALITY 

ITALY SPAIN BULGARIA FINLAND UK/N. IRELAND 

Improvements noted 
2011-15: 
2016 reduction in 
number of women with 
preschool children in 
employment. 
 
€20 million investment 
to end all forms of 
discrimination against 
women and girls. 
 
The Italian Government 
has raised the budget 
for the "Extraordinary 
Action Plan against 

Not Included Bulgaria carries out a 
consistent policy of 
gender equality. 
The National strategy 
for promotion of gender 
equality for the period 
2016-2020 represents 
the principal strategic 
document of the 
conducted uniform 
policy for equality of 
women and men. 
The rare use of 
childcare services in the 
age group of up to three 
years can be explained 

Finland measures 
gender equality via the 
‘Global Gender Gap 
Index’, which uses four 
dimensions to depict 
gender equality: 
economic opportunities, 
education, health and 
political participation. 
 
Finland's ranking has 
varied between two and 
three in the last ten 
years. 

The UK government 
has a commitment to 
remove barriers to 
equality with the goal of 
building a fairer society; 
leading on issues 
relating to women, 
sexual orientation and 
transgender equality. 
The overarching 
ambition is, ‘No 
Community Left 
Behind’. 
 
Working towards an 
inclusive society and an 
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sexual and gender-
based violence "to 10 
million euros per year 
for the 2017-2019 
periods. 
 
Recent agreement 
signed between the 
Italian national institute 
for statistics (Istat) and 
the Government 
Department for Equal 
Opportunities for a third 
survey dedicated to 
gender violence, 
includes also a data 
collection on female 
genital mutilation. 
 
Employment rate for 
women lower than EU 
average 51.6% 
compared to 65.3%. 
 
Legal right to abortion 
from 1978 note 
conscientious objection 
exists across regions. 

by structural incentives 
set by the government. 
For example, both 
mother and father have 
the opportunity to take a 
leave from their work 
and stay at home for a 
total of 410 calendar 
days (Labour Code).  
According to the latest 
Eurostat data Bulgaria 
ranks first in the 
European Union by the 
share of women and 
girls in the sector 
"Information and 
Telecommunication 
Technologies" with 27,7 
% at an average EU 
rate of 16.1 %. 
 

end to discrimination 
by: 
- Reducing the gender 
pay gap; 
 
- Increasing the 
proportion of women in 
senior leadership 
positions; 
 
- Reviewing the Gender 
Recognition Law 
 
- Ensuring strong, well 
enforced equalities 
legislation and 
regulation to meet the 
needs of a changing 
world. 
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GOAL 7: AFFORDABLE AND CLEAN ENERGY 

ITALY SPAIN BULGARIA FINLAND UK/N. IRELAND 

Substantial stability in 
recent years; however, 
some households 
cannot afford to heat. 
 
Transition to renewable 
sources and energy 
efficiency are still 
lacking. 

Conserve natural 
resources and achieve 
maximum efficiency in 
their production, 
distribution and use, 
especially when it 
comes to water and 
energy. 
 
Make the most of local 
energy resources, 
prioritising clean, 
renewable energies in 
various areas, 
particularly buildings 
and transportation. 

From 1990 to 2016, 
Bulgaria decreased its 
greenhouse gas 
emissions by over 40% 
and is well on track to 
meet its 2020 reduction 
target for sectors 
outside the EU 
Emissions Trading 
System. Nevertheless, it 
remains the most 
greenhouse gas-
intensive country in the 
EU. 

The SDG is described 
using the Energy 
Architecture 
Performance Index, 
which describes the 
performance of national 
energy systems based 
on energy security and  
Energy-related 
economic and 
environmental issues. 
In the 2016 index, 
Finland came  
12th, five places above 
the previous year, even 

Emphasis on improving 
the reliability and 
security of the energy 
system and clean 
growth strategy that 
delivers affordable 
energy for homes and 
businesses. 
 
Smart-Meters offered to 
all businesses and 
households by 2020. 
 
Action on climate 
change including the 
use of new technology 
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Progress towards 
energy independence: 
reduce energy 
consumption and 
increase the 
contribution of local 
renewable energy to 
guarantee its supply. 

Bulgaria is on track to 
meet its renewable 
energy target for 2020. 
 
 

though the indicators 
suggest that  
there 
was no significant 
change in Finland's 
development. 

and support for 
international action. 
 
Decommissioning civil 
nuclear waste. 
 
Safe and responsible 
management of the UK 
‘coal legacy’. 
 
UK Industrial strategy. 
 
Creation of UK 
Research and 
Innovation. 
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GOAL 12: RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION 

ITALY SPAIN BULGARIA FINLAND UK/N. IRELAND 

The most significant 
progress has been 
achieved with respect 
to the following 
indicators: energy 
consumption, primary 
and final; share of 
renewables; energy 
productivity; resource 
productivity. 
July 2017, when the 
Ministry of the 
Environment opened a 
public consultation on 
the document of 
strategic positioning 

Separate economic 
development from 
resource consumption 
and waste production. 
To dematerialise 
consumption by 
focusing on users 
rather than owners. 
Improve information for 
consumers about the 
social and 
environmental 
characteristics of 
products. 

Measures for Increasing 
of the resource 
efficiency (NDP 
BG2020): 
- initiatives for 
innovation in widely 
used methods of 
production aimed at 
optimal efficiency in 
terms of resources;  
- development of 
market-based tools for 
promoting the efficient 
use of resources in 
more environmentally 
friendly products (taxes, 

The implementation of 
this SDG is measured 
using Ecological 
Footprint accounting,  
which describes how 
much biosphere is 
required to produce the 
food, materials and  
energy consumed by a  
certain group of people, 
and for the processing 
of the waste  
generated. Finland and 
other wealthy countries 
tend to perform poorly 
in this evaluation. In 

Support the take-up of 
energy efficiency 
improvements in the 
owner-occupied, 
privately rented, and 
social housing sectors, 
with a view to as many 
homes as possible 
reaching Energy 
Performance Certificate 
Band C by 2035 
Work together with 
business, academia 
and civil society to 
deliver the Clean 
Growth Strategy, 
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towards a circular 
economy model for 
Italy. 

Promote programmes 
that teach responsible 
consumption. 
Consume goods and 
services responsibly 
Promote responsible 
consumption networks. 
Eradicate food waste in 
all areas. 
Implement 
management models to 
progress towards zero 
waste: 
- Increase the 
proportion of waste that 
is collected selectively 
as well as the quality of 
the waste segments; 
- Improve waste 
management by 
prioritising reduction, 
reuse and recycling; 
- Incorporate 
sustainability criteria 
and continual 
improvement processes 
in organisational 
activities. 

subsidies, green public 
procurement, etc.);  
- technical support to 
help SMEs achieve the 
more efficient use of 
resources;  
- development of 
systems for assessing 
and reporting the value 
of ecosystems and their 
services as part of the 
process of elaborating 
sectoral policies;  
- implementation of best 
practices in spatial 
planning in order to 
limit, mitigate and 
compensate soil 
sealing; 
- application of good 
agricultural practices to 
maintain and increase 
organic matter in soil;  
- Construction of 
adequate energy 
infrastructure for co-
generation of bio-waste 
from agriculture and 

particular, Finland's 
large footprint is 
explained by high 
energy consumption  
and the related carbon 
dioxide emissions, and 
the high quantities of 
wood used by  
the forest industry. In 
Finland, bio-capacity, 
which describes the 
sufficiency of renew-
able natural resources, 
is considerably higher 
(13.4 global hectares 
per person in  
2012) than the 
ecological footprint 
describing consumption 
(5.4 gha/per capita). 
The estimated, global 
maximum level of 
sustainable 
consumption is an 
ecological footprint of 
1.7 global hectares per 
capita. 

building capabilities in 
areas including offshore 
wind, smart energy 
systems, sustainable 
construction and green 
finance.  
 
Aim is to generate jobs 
and prosperity across 
the UK so the whole 
country benefits from 
low carbon economic 
opportunities. 
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sludge generated by 
wastewater treatment 
plants; 
- Achieve separate 
collection and recycling 
of more than 70 % of 
household bio-waste by 
2025. 
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GOAL 15: LIFE ON LAND 

ITALY SPAIN BULGARIA FINLAND UK/N. IRELAND 

Important step forward 
has recently been made 
to emphasize the 
importance of the 
conservation and 
preservation of natural 
habits and the role they 
play not only to 
guarantee health and 
social well-being, but 
also to boost the 
national economy. 
 
Emphasizes some 
critical issues about 
land degradation, 

Gradually develop a 
network of green 
corridors that make up 
a real, working 
ecological infrastructure 
to connect green 
spaces with each other 
and the surrounding 
nature. 

- The biodiversity issues 
are integrated in the 
relevant national 
legislation and program 
documents;  
- National Ecological 
Network (incl. Protected 
Areas and Natura 2000 
sites) covers ca. 34% of 
the country’s territory, 
thus ensuring effective 
in situ conservation of 
biodiversity.  
- Well developed 
capacity in the country 
for the assessment and 

The implementation of 
the SDG is described 
by the Environmental 
Wellbeing section  
of the Sustainable 
Society Index, which 
includes indicators on 
biodiversity and the  
use of natural 
resources. The index 
also includes climate 
and energy indicators,  
which do not directly 
describe the state of 
land ecosystems. In the 
long term, however, 

Protecting improve and 
expanding woodlands, 
including planting 11 
million trees 2016-20.  
 
Developing a 
professional, trusted 
emergency response 
capability that is well-
prepared to respond 
rapidly and recover 
from flooding, drought, 
environmental and 
chemical, biological, 
radiological or nuclear 
(CBRN) incidents. 
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especially on suburban 
areas and city outskirts 
of low population 
density, where the ratio 
of built-up areas to 
agricultural land is still 
increasing. 
 
Rate of land 
degradation is reported 
to be 3 sqm per sec. 
10,000 acres of forest 
went on fire during 
summer 2016. Data 
presented by ISPRA 
report that Italy is 
experimenting a local 
warming greater than 
the world’s global 
warming average. 
possible risk of scarcity 
of water, a priority that 
must not accept 
deviations nor 
exceptions any more. 

 

undertaking actions 
related to invasive plant 
and animal species in 
different natural 
ecosystems. 
National and EU 
funding (2014 – 2020):  
- Development of 
regional programs to 
protect forests from 
fires; 
- Creation of 
specialized maps of 
lands in connection with 
the fight against 
desertification; 
- Restoration, creating 
new and maintaining 
anti-erosion 
engineering and 
technical infrastructure 
in rural and forest 
areas, incl. to 
strengthen the 
hydrographic network; 
- Use of biomass as an 
energy source for heat 
and power, production 

climate change is the 
key factor influencing 
the state of land 
ecosystems. Curbing 
climate change is 
particularly important to 
preventing  
decertification.  
 
Finland has done 
poorly, mainly due to its 
energy consumption 
and greenhouse gas 
emissions that are high 
in international 
comparison. 

Restoring landscapes, 
to create more beautiful 
places with cleaner 
water and greater 
biodiversity through 
projects with our 
partners. 
 
Promoting human and 
environmental security 
thus, reducing threats 
to endangered species. 
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of biogas and 
bioethanol.  

 

“Ours can be the first generation to end poverty – and the last generation 

to address climate change before it is too late…” — Ban Ki Moon 

As can be seen in the foregoing, there is huge diversity in the approach taken in each partner country to the implementation of the 5 

chosen SDGs for the SUDEGO project.  It should also be noted that in respect of SDG 5 (Gender Equality) Spain has not currently 

implemented any actions.   

Accordingly, it is not practicable to provide a direct comparative analysis between partner countries; we can however note that 4 

partners have implemented actions in relation to all 5 of the SUDEGO SDGs with one partner implementing actions against 4 of the 

5 SDGs we have chosen for the SUDEGO project.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

21 | P a g e  
 

 

CASE STUDY: ITALY 

 

 

Italy has developed and implemented its 2030 Agenda Sustainable Development Strategy.  This was presented by Guilio Loiacono 

and Martina Alemanno of ASVIS1  at the SUDEGO Multiplier Event held in Belfast on 9th April 2018.  (The Slides from the presentation 

are included as an annex to this document). 

 

                                            
1 The Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development 
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DEFINING ITALY’S STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 

In Italy, the definition of a strategic framework is crucial to lay the foundations for a sustainable future and adjust the undertaken 

national reform route in a long-term perspective. To this aim, Italy is currently engaged in gearing the 2030 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) to the economic, social and environmental planning, by drafting the National Sustainable Development Strategy 

2017/2030 (NSDS). 

The NSDS is an update of the former Environmental Action Strategy for Sustainable Development in Italy 2002/2010 and a first step 

towards a holistic policy framework, widened to include social and economic dimensions, in line with the 2030 Agenda. The 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development has become the cornerstone of the shift towards a new vision of global development. It is 

expected to be respectful of people and the environment, to be focused on peace and cooperation and to give new impetus to 

sustainable development at a national level. Four guiding principles drive the shift: 

 Integration; 

 Universality; 

 Inclusion; 

 Transformation. 

The drafting process leading to the elaboration of the NSDS builds on the shared concept of sustainability as the development model 

to be achieved as well as on the involvement of all relevant actors. The identified structure of the strategy originates from this vision. 

The elaboration of the Strategy was based, indeed, on a participatory process that focused on three main and subsequent objectives:  

A. compilation of a Positioning of Italy (national reference context), i.e. an assessment in terms of Italian performances vis-à-vis the 

2030 Agenda’s 17 SDGS and their 169 targets;  

B. Identification of strengths and weaknesses on which to build national objectives/priorities to be pursued;  
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C. Elaboration of national strategic choices organized around the 5 areas of the 2030 Agenda - People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace 

and Partnership - reflecting the interlinkages across the three dimensions of sustainable development. The NSDS is the direct 

result of such work condensing contents, instances and ideas emerged in the long consultation process. 

In line with 2030 Agenda principles, the consultation process involved all kinds of stakeholders, during all stages. All national public 

research institutes - CNR, ISPRA, ENEA, and ISTAT - were involved, with the objective to ensure a scientifically-sound document. 

In terms of academia, the consultation allowed interactions with 217 organizations, essentially Universities, or other relevant research 

centres. More than 200 NGOs were contacted to ask for their factual and prospective inputs. Ministries and other public entities, 

institutionally mandated for the definition and execution of policies, were key to identify the national strategic choices. The final steps 

in the elaboration of a National Strategy are imagined as strongly related to the National Reform Program (PNR), dealing with social 

and economic programming in the context of EU policies and processes and containing the bulk of present and future Government 

actions. In order to give full implementation to the Strategy, also in terms of financial resources and operative tools, every year, the 

Economic and Finance Document (DEF) will reflect the national targets, taking into account any new European initiatives and 

strategies, and will outline actions and tools to achieve them.  It is foreseen that Regional and Local Authorities will have to take part 

in the further implementation of the Strategy according to their specific institutional mandates and competencies.  

The NSDS is organized in five core areas: People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership. Each area consists of a set of national 

strategic choices articulated in strategic national goals. The goals integrate the three dimensions of sustainable development and are 

the result of a synthesis and abstraction procedure of the most relevant issues emerged in the consultation process. The chosen 

structure represents a concise way to reflect the complexity of the 2030 Agenda – and balance the three environmental, economic 

and social pillars of sustainable development, focusing with particular attention on the environmental dimension whose integration is 

traditionally weak. Furthermore, this arrangement allows to synthesize the information yielded from the consultation, without scattering 

the significant contribution provided by the institutional players, who know best about the different matters of intervention. In the 

future, SDGs indicators, as recently published by National Institute of Statistics, will be associated to each national strategic choice 

and goal. The NSDS has been provided with a set of “sustainability vectors”, that are to be intended as crosscutting, transversal 
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areas of action, essential to guiding, managing and monitoring the integration of sustainability into national policies, plans and 

projects. The NSDS sets the path for a long-term vision based on the 2030 Agenda. The Strategy will represent the reference 

framework for Italy also within the EU. Ownership of the Strategy is to be considered a factor for its success. Only a shared effort 

aimed at reducing inequalities, poverty, unemployment, and at protecting the environment, nature and the climate, will enable us to 

be pioneers of a more equitable, cohesive and sustainable model. 

The National Institute of Statistics is analysing the indicators proposed by the Inter Agency Expert Group on SDGs and has started 

an interinstitutional comparative work – both within and beyond the SISTAN (the National Statistical System) limits – which will enable 

the completion of a methodologically consistent, integrated and shared mapping and the evaluation of the overall availability of 

indicators for SDGs. The roadmap will continue to define and implement the indicators provided by the 2030 Agenda. It will also 

contribute to develop those necessary indicators, but currently not available, by promoting the follow-up, the sharing of information, 

and the necessary and profitable synergies. In May 2017, National Institute of Statistics published 100 SDGs indicators (34 more 

compared to those circulated in December 2016) and 173 indicators were made available among which: 48% is referred to primary 

indicators, 36% to secondary indicators and 16% to tertiary indicators. For 36 indicators that were already released in December 

2016, the time-series were updated or disaggregation was increased. 62 indicators correspond to those defined internationally, 74 

are similar or partially similar (namely not all data are available or not all of them have the required specificity). Sometimes, it was 

considered appropriate to integrate the indicators with other “context indicators”, to provide additional useful elements to understand 

and monitor the target. There are 38 National Institute of Statistics Indicators for Equitable and Sustainable Welfare (BES) reported 

among the SDGs indicators. There are several contact points between the two systems: in both cases, they derive from a well-

established literature, they are not bound by a rigid theoretical approach, but rather related to the contexts that generated them, they 

are conceptually contiguous and both referable to the "Beyond GDP" approach. The aim is to provide an integrated and enriched 

quantitative information framework to measure well-being and sustainable development. 

ASviS’s 2017 Report (http://asvis.it/     http://asvis.it/asvis-italian-alliance-for-sustainable-development#) highlights that, 

notwithstanding the progress made in certain areas throughout the last few years, Italy continues to fall short of a condition of 

http://asvis.it/
http://asvis.it/asvis-italian-alliance-for-sustainable-development
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sustainable development, as defined by the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development, adopted on September 25th 2015 by 193 UN 

countries. The Country will therefore not be able to achieve the Targets set for 2020, nor those for 2030, unless it radically alters its 

development model. In the absence of said shift, although there seems to have been an upturn of economic growth as measured by 

the Gross domestic product, phenomena such as poverty, inequalities and environmental degradation will not be drastically reduced 

as envisaged by the 2030 Agenda. 

Throughout the past year, attention to the 2030 Agenda significantly grew in Italy. Civil society, foundations, associations and 

companies are also working intensively on an individual level to integrate SDGs into their activities. The National Sustainable 

Development Strategy, which is still too broad and requires the fleshing out of objectives and concrete actions, endorsed many of the 

recommendations advanced in ASviS’s 2016 Report, especially for what concerns the governance of the process of implementation. 

For instance, it sanctioned the responsibility of the Prime Minister in the implementation of the Strategy, as announced by PM Paolo 

Gentiloni Silveri himself in the closing event of the first Sustainable Development Festival organized by the Alliance. 

With respect to the 17 SDGs, Italy has displayed some progress, but is also lagging behind with regard to the adoption of fundamental 

strategies for the future of the country, such as those related to energy or combating climate change. While moving towards the right 

direction, many of the actions proposed between 2016 and 2017 appear incapable of ensuring the full achievement of the SDGs and 

the fulfilment of Italy’s international commitments (such as those related to poverty and the quality of ecosystems) due to their not 

being conceived systemically.  

Italy displays improvement with regard to nine SDGs (Ending hunger and improving nutrition, Ensuring healthy lives and promoting 

wellbeing, Ensuring quality education, Achieving gender equality, Building resilient infrastructure, Ensuring sustainable consumption 

patterns, Reducing greenhouse gases to combat global warming, Conserving the oceans and Providing access to justice for all), a 

worsening with respect to four SDGs (Poverty, Sustainable water management, Inequalities and Sustainable use of terrestrial 

ecosystems), and no significant change in relation to other four (Energy, Employment, Sustainable Cities and International 

cooperation). However, Italy seems to lag behind many European countries, as evidenced in the analysis conducted by the 
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Bertelsmann Foundation and other international organizations, and the country’s strong territorial, socio-economic and gender 

inequalities are in sharp contrast with the motto of the 2030 Agenda, “leaving no one behind”. 

The cultural shift of the ruling class and public opinion must be accelerated in favour of a “systemic” approach to development that 

can ensure the equity and sustainability of wellbeing, making the most of the synergies among sectorial policies. The actions that 

should be undertaken with this vision in mind revolve around seven areas: climate change and energy; poverty and inequalities; 

circular economy, innovation, employment; human capital, health and education; natural capital and environment quality; cities, 

infrastructures and social capital; international cooperation. 
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GOOD PRACTICE EXAMPLES FROM THE 5 SUDEGO PARTNER COUNTRIES 

“All the SDGs come down to education…” — Malala Yousafzai 

BULGARIA: THE RESPONSIBLE CHOICE PROJECT 

 

 

The ‘Responsible Choice’ Project is an idea stemming from the member-companies of the GC Network Bulgaria. The programme 

falls under Goal 12 – Responsible Consumption and Production and aims at empowering citizens with an increasingly proactive 

stance and confidence that their everyday consumer choices and acts matter. The main objective of the project is to show that the 

companies can, through transparency in responsible production and supply, demonstrate to the consumers that with their actions the 

latter have the power to change the production practices, to influence the fashion imposed by advertisers and to nurture anti - 

consumerist culture in themselves and young people. With this project GC Network Bulgaria’ members wish to provide citizens with 

an increasingly proactive stance thus imparting to them the confidence and sense of duty, that it is all up to them. 
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The project was officially launched with a business breakfast with representatives of the leader companies and a ‘Flashmob’ by the 

students of the Luben Groys Theatre College2.  

Its pilot edition includes on-the-job employee trainings on responsible consumption and purchase choice and decision making. 

Topics on informed choice, misleading marketing and advertisement, civil education and etc. will be added later on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sieNZSaoG_c&feature=youtu.be  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sieNZSaoG_c&feature=youtu.be
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ITALY: THE GREEN CLASSROOM 

Green classroom is a lifelong educational work-based project; the aim of the project is to experience how to turn degraded or marginal 

land into productive land. 

The raw land to turn into land for agriculture and horticulture is located in the little Island of Ventotene, a remote volcanic outcrop off 

the Tyrrhenian Sea coastline, a destination where 9th grade students live an experience of class-spirit-building at the beginning of 

their high school career, every year, during the month of September. 

Main goal of the project is to promote the idea of sustainable agriculture, according to which an agricultural soil can remain productive, 

preserving its potentiality of breeding ground for the years to come, if and only if some scientific aspects are taken into consideration. 

FACT 1 – The raw land must not be turned into single crop cultivation: that would stress the soil decreasing the varieties of its 

mineral components: single crops absorb selected minerals making the soil poor with every passing season; 

FACT 2 – The higher the variety of different crops of fruit and vegetables, the more the soil will reintegrate the mineral compounds 

that the plants absorb while being cultivated, hence keeping the soil alive; 

FACT 3 – Native crops have the highest probability of success according to climate and environment conditions; 

FACT 4 – Water and irrigation is a major need in agriculture; in a little island fresh water wells are unlikely to be found, and water is 
mainly provided by means of tankers that ship drinking water from the main land. Yet, a well has been dug, that provides brackish 
water that is mainly marine water that gets desalinated by being filtered by the volcanic rock of the bulk of the island; this water has 
been analysed and been proved to be suitable for agriculture. 

In 2017, the first harvest provided some food to the local elementary school. It is surprising to notice how important is the Life on 

Land, promoting sustainable agriculture even for a community that lives on a tiny little island in the middle of the ocean. 
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NORTHERN IRELAND (UK): THE ECO-SCHOOLS PROGRAMME3 

 

Northern Ireland is part of the Eco-Schools Programme with schools in NI part of 49,000 participating worldwide; the Eco-Schools 

Programme compliments the United Nations 17 Sustainable Development Goals.  

The Eco-Schools programme promotes environmental awareness in a way that links to many curriculum subjects. The aim is to 

encourage young people to make positive decisions and become change-makers for environmental sustainability. 

 

                                            
3 http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/cgi-bin/generic?instanceID=1 
    

http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/cgi-bin/generic?instanceID=1
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The Eco-Schools Programme is holistic; it aims to make environmental awareness an integral part of school life which involves 

pupils, teachers, ancillary staff and parents, the education authority, the local community and local businesses. 

Eco-Schools wants to extend learning beyond the classroom and develop responsible attitudes and commitment, both at home and 

in the wider community. Its participatory approach and combination of learning and action make it an ideal way for schools to 

embark on a meaningful path to improving the environments of schools and their local communities, and of influencing the lives of 

young people, school staff, families, local authorities, NGOs, and all other bodies involved in this vitally important area of work. 

Eco-Schools Northern Ireland is operated by Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful and supported by the Department of Agriculture, 

Environment and Rural Affairs.  Eco-Schools is the preferred education for sustainable development programme of the Northern 

Ireland Education Authority. 

The Eco-Schools programme implementation process is underpinned by 7-steps: 

 

1. Form a 
Committee

2. Undertake an 
Environmental 

Review

4. Monitoring & 
Evaluating

5.Curriculum 
Work

6. Informing  & 
Involving

7. Eco-Code

3. Develop an 
Action PLan



 

32 | P a g e  
 

 

ECO SCHOOLS AWARDS 

Northern Ireland can aspire to awards in 3 levels: Bronze, Silver and Green Flag through an on-line assessment and review process. 

RESOURCES FOR SCHOOLS 

The Eco-Schools website4  provides an extensive range of resources and case studies for teachers and trainers.  The website 

contains over 100 teaching and learning resources and over 30 case studies of primary secondary and grammar schools that are 

Northern Ireland Eco-Schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
4 http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/cgi-bin/publications?instanceID=1  

http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/cgi-bin/publications?instanceID=1
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FINLAND: PUROPELLON KOULU 

A teacher from Puropellon koulu, which is a middle school for grades 7-9, was interviewed on the topic of teaching about affordable 

and clean energy. As many other schools, Puropelto has a wide range of methods to support the pupils in the affordable and clean 

energy sustainable development goal. Firstly, the curriculum that the teachers use to base their teaching on, strongly obliges teachers 

to put emphasis on the SD topic during physics and chemistry lessons. Science textbooks are based on the curriculum and, therefore, 

offer good tools to teach about the ways one can save energy, make good choices concerning consumption of energy and to 

understand what kind of processes there are behind generating energy and what the best way to do it ecologically would be. The 

main goal of this is to raise awareness on how one's actions affect the environment. It isn’t rare how it surprises the teacher again 

and again how these things seem to be a concept to the pupils that they know very little about it and about how their actions matter. 

One of the best sites on the topic that the interviewed teacher used was https://maailma2030.fi/maailma-vuonna-2030/ where the 

Agenda 2030 is used to help the pupils to consider their actions and to bring the global problems to daylight. Many pupils seem to 

live in a bubble where problems like these are only seen on TV and are rarely thought of. Here is one short example of a part of a 

lesson that is being used in the school to enlighten the pupils. This lesson is used in chemistry (where one seventh of the whole 

chemistry lessons is dedicated to sustainable development). Pupils write their thoughts and answers in to a text document and send 

it to the teacher. 

“Agenda 2030” 

Go to the website https://maailma2030.fi/maailma-vuonna-2030 and read through the 17 goals set by UN and the text accompanying 

it. Choose one goal and decide on an action that you can commit to for the next 30 days. How can you achieve your goal and how 

would the world benefit if everyone did so? Test your knowledge in the testing part at the bottom of the page. How did you do, were 

you surprised with something? Ponder how it would affect your life and people around you if the Agenda 2030 wasn't accomplished. 

https://maailma2030.fi/maailma-vuonna-2030
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Then we go on with carbon footprint calculators so that the pupils can set goals how they can use the resources of the planet in a 

sustainable way.” 

This idea works because it requires the pupils to really ponder about their role in the future of the environment they live in and the 

whole planet. They learn a lot from the webpage and the examples it provides. The lessons should focus less on learning information 

by heart and more on developing thinking skills. 

Secondly, in Puropelto, the teachers have good opportunities for field trips and access to resources for after-school clubs. In the field 

trips the pupils have acquainted themselves with local energy producers and how they are always doing their best to develop methods 

to produce energy in a more ecological way. The electricity provider in Turku has a long history in developing ways of sustainable 

energy production. One good example is combining electricity production with district heating and the use of heat pumps in collecting 

the stored energy from waste water purification. (https://www.turkuenergia.fi/en/responsible-energy-for-life-living-and-

entrepreneurship/).  

In Puropelto there are about ten after-school clubs of which two focus on topics relating to the SDG affordable and clean energy. One 

of them is the ECO-club that focuses on finding ways to save energy and develop a culture among the pupils that is mindful of the 

environment. Also, a club is set around the topic of natural science and encourages the participants to understand the laws of nature 

and more about technology by experimental work and visiting companies and educational institutions that have to do with the science 

field. The science teachers are well educated on the SD topics and are into environmental issues. 

Thirdly, part of the big renovation of the curriculum, the school arranges multi-disciplinary learning modules several times a year. The 

purpose of these modules is to help combine the strengths of different subjects and to concentrate on one big theme in a three-day 

module. This year the students have chosen sustainable development as one theme and the year nine is concentrating on energy 

for three days. These kinds of three-day periods offer huge opportunities to freely build up profound learning on the subject the pupils 

choose. Teachers cooperate in ways they don’t normally get to and have, it is possible for them to arrange the modules with the help 

of the parties that have to do with the topic and in this case companies, city authorities etc. that have to do with clean energy. The 

https://www.turkuenergia.fi/en/responsible-energy-for-life-living-and-entrepreneurship/
https://www.turkuenergia.fi/en/responsible-energy-for-life-living-and-entrepreneurship/
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students get to visit and learn about the energy flows in a shopping mall that has been rewarded for its efforts in clean energy. They 

for example have solar power panels on the roof. 

In general, the sustainable development goals are well taught in school and offer a good basis for pupils to make good decisions. 
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SPAIN: JESUÏTES GRÀCIA-KOSTKA5 

 

Cooking oil when it is poured into the sink ends up polluting the sea. For this reason, the Jesuitas Gràcia College - Kostka has 

started a project to educate in the recycling of this substance. 

The oil we use at home, when it is poured into the sink, can be one of the highest pollutants in our waters and as a result of the 

destruction of much of the marine flora and fauna. To raise awareness about this bad practice in our homes, two groups of students 

at the school decided to work together to give a new life to the oil and to think about the use of the packaging that the Barcelona City 

Council handed over to the public to be able to recycle it. 

The project to Jesuitas Gràcia - Colegio Kostka have carried out the third-year courses of primary, responsible for the collection of 

oil, and 1st of Baccalaureate scientist, who commissioned recycling. 

This project worked together for 2 quarters and consisted of different stages: 

 Explanation of the project to third-year students of primary school. 

 Survey to know the individual participation of third-grade students. 

                                            
5 http://lameva.barcelona.cat/barcelonasostenible/ca/escoles-sostenibles/bulleti/450/donem-una-nova-a-vida-a-loli-de-cuina  

http://lameva.barcelona.cat/barcelonasostenible/ca/escoles-sostenibles/bulleti/450/donem-una-nova-a-vida-a-loli-de-cuina
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 Distribution of the "Oilcans" offered by the City Council and the instructions for collection; 

 Collection for 15 days of used oil; 

 Delivery of the "Oilcans" filled to the classroom and subsequent collection by the students of Baccalaureate. 

Start of the treatment of the oil and its transformation into soap in the laboratory by the students of Baccalaureate. During the 

transformation, some third-grade students visited the laboratory to see the process closer. 

After 40 days essential for soap to be manipulated, the students of the Scientific Baccalaureate went through the classroom and 

explained the process and distributed the soaps to the children of third-grade students. 

We had a lot of collaboration from third-party families, who were very enthusiastic about the campaign to recycle the oil from the 

kitchen. We distributed about 115 Oilcans and collected in 15 days about 87 l of oil of which 30 liters were used to make more than 

200 soaps. The rest of the oil was brought to the Green Mobile School Point for reuse. In total, we avoided contaminating 87.000 

litters of water with the help of everyone. We want to train people every day more aware of the care of the environment and a more 

sustainable school.  
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ANNEX 1: THE UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

 Goal 1  End poverty in all its forms everywhere; 

 

 Goal 2  End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and   promote sustainable agriculture; 

 

 Goal 3  Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages; 

 

 Goal 4  Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all; 

 

 Goal 5  Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls; 

 

 Goal 6  Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all; 

 

 Goal 7  Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all; 

 

 Goal 8  Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent 

work for all; 

 

 Goal 9  Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation; 

 Goal 10  Reduce inequality within and among countries; 

 

 Goal 11  Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable; 
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 Goal 12  Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns; 

 

 Goal 13  Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts; 

 

 Goal 14  Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development; 

 

 Goal 15  Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 

desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss; 

 

 Goal 16  Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and 

build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels; 

 

 Goal 17  Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development. 


